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With Third World punch-ups and 
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and “peacekeeping” obsolete — 
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thetical American Foreign Legion 
employs an Olympic Arms OA-93, 
an AR-15 receiver in a pistol 
configuration. Read why the AFL 
would be good for America, 
starting on page 48. 
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Tried, and as true as it gets, Gurkhas 
RIF’ed from Her Majesty's service now 
find work in the field of security, where 
attributes such as courage, skill and 
loyalty still count. 


Tired of those pimpiy- 
faced, pubescent punks terrorizing 
your neighborhood? Afraid that “law 
and order” have gone the way of the 
dodo? Take heart, or rather take mea- 
sures. In six short weeks you could 
have a battalion of Gurkhas, kukris 
included, on the ground kicking ass. 
(A kukri, for new SOF readers, is the 
“curved knife or short sword with a 
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Crown's Finest 
Fighters For Hire 


by S.W. MacKenzie 
Photos courtesy author 


broad blade,” used with such exquisite skill by the Gurkhas.) 

Interested? Contact GSG Ltd., a privately owned British company with its 
head office in St. Hélier, Jersey, the Channel Islands, and branch offices in 
Kathmandu, Durban and Nairobi. Formed in 1990, GSG is co-owned by 
Anthony Husher, a former officer in the British Green Jackets and Rhodesian 
African Rifles; Jon Titley, an ex-British army Gurkha officer with additional 
service in the Oman; and Mike Borlace, who flew (and crashed) fighters for 
the Royal Navy and helicopters for the Rhodesian Air Force, then spent time 
as a “brown-job” captain in the Rhodesian Selous Scouts. 

All three found themselves doing contract security work following their 
official military careers, and decided to team up and form their own company. 
GSG’s two aims of providing cost-effective and competent security services, 
and explosive ordnance disposal, are achieved by utilizing the expertise of 
some of the thousands of veteran Gurkhas now out of work due to British 
army down-sizing. 

GSG employees are mostly Gurkha retirees in their early 40s. With coop- 
eration from the British Brigade of Gurkhas, GSG is able to identify Gurkhas 
with particular skills, such as foreign language ability, instructor experience, 
or engineer/demolition training for mine-lifting jobs. The company’s first big 
job was to provide a security force in Mozambique for a huge British con- 
glomerate called Lonrho, one of a few foreign enterprises operating in that 
war-torn country. Before the current cease-fire went into effect, the “security 
situation” in Mozambique discouraged most foreign investment because rebel 
Renamo guerrillas regularly ambushed convoys, attacked private and govern- 
ment targets, and terrorized civilian workers at will. 


Hire The Best 


In an attempt to protect their profits, Lonrho executives hired several 
foreign security companies, none of which had much success until GSG’s 
Gurkhas changed the picture. Thereafter, Lonrho farms and factories became 
some of the safest places in the country. Concurrently guarding installations 
and training local protection units, the Gurkhas provided Lonrho with a full 
measure of service for their salaries. 

Working conditions in a war zone are often hazardous, however, and the 
Gurkhas definitely earned their pay ($60 per day in Mozambique, plus all 
expenses). Although none have been killed by enemy action in Mozambique, 
a few have been wounded in firefights. One of them was Warrant Officer 
Tulse Thapa who was detailed to help secure a Lonrho farm’s water supply. 
Setting off for the water source in a Land-Rover, with an anglo farm manager 
driving, Thapa rode in front with three militiamen in the back. All of them, 
the driver included, were armed with AK-47s, and Thapa also carried a 
Makarov pistol and a couple of frag grenades. i 
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Twenty minutes away from base, they were bouncing 
along a narrow dirt road edged on both sides by 10-foot- 
high elephant grass. Suddenly a burst of AK fire hit the 
Land-Rover as a Renamo rifleman opened up from the 
elephant grass. Tulse returned fire as more shots from other 
ambushers struck the vehicle. His Gurkha slouch hat was 
shot off his head and fell between him and the driver. 
Blood from a head wound began to stream into one eye, 
and he tried closing it to aim better with the other eye. That 
didn’t work, and he found he could see best if he kept both 
eyes open. 

Wiping the blood from his face, he changed magazines 
and continued firing into the grass at the still unseen guer- 
tillas. As the driver tried to accelerate out of the killing 
ground, Thapa used up most of his third magazine before 
he realized the enemy firing had stopped. Finally clear of 
the ambush, they stopped the vehicle to take stock of dam- 
age and bandage wounds. 

Thapa was certainly lucky that day; although he had a 
serious wound to his thigh, his hat had four bullet holes in 
the crown and another through the brim. His head wound, 
although bloody, was relatively minor. One of the militia- 
men was also badly hit, with a shattered thigh, so they 
spent some time on first aid and radioed for help. 

As mentioned, GSG was established by former officers 
with a good deal of rifle time. Knowing the importance of 
medical care, GSG contracts always incorporate the best avail- 
able casevac and treatment for their personnel. In Thapa’s 


Most farms don’t have mortar pits and Gurkhas, but this farm 
is in Mozambique, where renegade Renamo forces make 
agribusiness — indeed any business — hazardous. 
Doorshakers need not apply. 
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En route to farm's water works, GSG 
operative Tulse Thapa (center holding 
radio) took four AK rounds through his 
hat and a couple elsewhere, and still 
repulsed attack. 


case, by the time the ambushed group 
drove to the nearest airstrip, a medical 
team and aircraft were already waiting. 
Immediately flown to a hospital in the 
city of Nampula, Thapa was found to have 
shrapnel in his head and a AK round 
lodged in his left leg, resting against his 
femur. Since his wounds exceeded the 
capabilities of local doctors and equipment, he was flown to 
another hospital, this one in Mozambique’s capital city, Maputo, 
and then to an even better facility in Zimbabwe. After five 
days there, he flew back to Mozambique to recuperate before 
resuming his duties. 

GSG pays a lot of attention to casevac procedures. Fixed- 
wing aircraft are always on standby during the course of 
their contracts. In their current mine-clearing operations in 
Mozambique, 
each five-man 
team has two ve- 
hicles, one sole- 
ly dedicated to 
medical emer- 
gencies, In addi- 
tion, at least one 
member of each 
team has exten- 
sive first-aid 
training. As soon 
as a casualty 
is reported, the 
standby aircraft 
is alerted, and 
the casualty is 
usually en route 
to a hospital within hours. Recently, the company’s casevac 
expertise was used to evacuate an employee with a critical 
case of malaria, from the Mozambican bush to a hospital in 
England in 36 hours, undoubtedly saving his life. 

Aware that loyalty is a quality essential for the success 
of the type of business that GSG conducts, the company 
helps to develop it by providing benefits such as health care 
for their Gurkhas and their families and by assisting with 
the education of their children. Further, a percentage of 
corporate profits are put into two trust funds in Nepal, 
which pay for a variety of aid projects in that country. For 
example, those funds have recently made several donations 
to assist disaster relief operations being conducted in Nepal 
in the aftermath of severe floods. In addition, being former 
military officers themselves, Borlace, Husher and Titley 
know the importance of being in the field with their men, 
and thus spend a great deal of time away from home. 

Gurkha mine-clearing teams, hired by Lonrho and paid 
largely with money donated by the EEC, have cleared over 
400 kilometers of road in Mozambique since they started 
work in January 1993. They work six hours a day, six days 
a weck, and are taken out of country every six months for 


Finding the needle in the hayfield: 
GSG's Gurkhas have cleared some 400 


kilometers of overgrown Mozambican 
roads of mines, mostly combloc (inset). 


Continued on page 81 
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FOB 4/CCN “was the heaviest USASF 
loss in a single incident in SF his- 
tory,” according to Green Beret maga- 
zine. Plus, “In the subsequent three 
days, eight more USASF were killed, 
six at Duc Lap” — Special Forces A 
Camp (A-239). 

According to Green Beret, those 
killed at FOB 4/CCN were: SSgt. 
Talmadge H. Alphin Jr. * Pfc. Will- 
iam H. Bric III * Sgt. 1st Class Tadeusz 
M. Kepczyk * Sgt. 1st Class Donald 
R. Kerns ° Sgt. James T. Kickliter ° 
Master Sgt. Charles R. Norris ° Sgt. 
Maj. Richard E. Pegram Jr. + 1st Lt. 
Paul D. Potter » Master Sgt. Rolf E. 
Rickmers ¢ Spec. 4 Anthony J. Santana 
¢ Master Sgt. Gilbert A. Secor ¢ Sgt. 
James W. Smith + Sgt. Robert J. 
Uyessaka * SSgt. Howard S. Varni * 
Sgt. 1st Class Harold R. Voorheis ¢ 
Sgt. Ist Class Albert M. Walter * Sgt. 
1st Class Donald W. Welch. 


A frequent contributor to SOF with 
chronicles of the daring exploits of 
special operations troops in the Viet- 
nam war, Isaac Staats has been there, 
done that, and now is a California 
based journalist. *% 


TROPHY TREK 


Continued from page 37 


an impossible shot, but a difficult one 
that is also very deadly if it is handled 
right.” The bull faced away from them 
at a slight angle; Brown had only a 
partial view of his target’s neck. He 
placed the cross hairs of his Bausch & 
Lomb scope low on the animal, so the 
bullet would go through its shoulder 
and then into the neck — Brown’s 
shot was ideal. 

Cape buffalo are among Africa’s 
most dangerous animals. A wounded 
buffalo can kill a hunter before the 
man even realizes he is being charged, 
so every professional hunter/guide 
wants his hunter to make an incapaci- 
tating shot that keeps the animal down 
and the hunting group out of the trees. 
Brown did so — he, Lexon and Gioia 
were able to walk up to the mortally 
wounded bull to give it a mercy shot. 

From the moment Lexon started 
into the bush until Brown shot and 
then turned off his stopwatch, the stalk 
took 12 minutes, 36 seconds. Finally, 
for Brown, everything worked right 
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on a buffalo hunt. 

In the skinning shed later, the bul- 
let that kept Brown’s buffalo down 
was found in the shoulder opposite 
the entry point. This RWS 300-grain 
monolithic solid bullet had entered the 
bull’s Icft shoulder, turned into and 
shattered its spine, then turned to lodge 
in the right shoulder — a perfect shot. 


For information on SOF’s 1994 
South African hunt, contact Galen 
Geer at P.O. Box 808, Canon City, 
CO 81215. 


Galen Geer is SOF’s Contributing 
Editor for Outdoor Affairs. 


RENT-A-GURKHA 


Continued from page 31 


R&R, and sent hone to Nepal every 
six months. Each team is accompa- 
nied by liaison officers from both 
Renamo and the Mozambican armed 
forces, and works closely with the In- 
ternational Red Cross. 

Because mining of roads was such 
a widespread and successful tactic of 
Mozambican guerrillas during more 
than 20 years of anti-colonial and then 
civil war, antipersonnel and antitank 
mines are found on virtually every 
road in the country. No records of their 
locations or types were kept, and many 
of the mines shifted during successive 
rainy seasons so that even areas adja- 
cent to roadways are dangerous. 
Nearly all the mines discovered are 
former Warsaw Pact devices but some 
captured from colonial Portuguese 
warehouses still infest the African 
landscape. 

As locals observe the Gurkhas 
calmly going about their hazardous 
task, they are filled with amazement 
and gratitude — especially gratitude, 
because as the Gurkhas clear stretches 
of road, the Red Cross brings in aid, 
and because the villagers themselves 
can resume pre-war patterns of move- 
ment and commerce without fear of 
death from the menace of hidden ex- 
plosives. 

Gurkhas on GSG contracts spent 
six months in Kuwait clearing the 
whole spectrum of bang-bangs used 
by both sides during the Gulf War, 
and came to be regarded as the best 
operators in the theater. There they 
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used state-of-the-art equipment and 
techniques learned during service with 
the British army, and cleared their sec- 
tor ahead of schedule. Despite the fact 
that much of the ordnance they lo- 
cated in the desert had been subjected 
to a great deal of stress and was in 
highly unstable condition, they neu- 
tralized or destroyed everything they 
found — without casualties. By con- 
trast, primitive conditions in 
Mozambique require that most detec- 
tion, clearing and disposal is done by 
hand, often with a good deal of im- 
provisation. 

In addition to guard duties, mine- 
lifting and local security forces train- 
ing, other GSG contracts involve em- 
bassy protection and U.N. deployment 
aid. There are Gurkhas guarding 
American embassies in Bahrain, Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai; Gurkhas in Yugo- 
slavia driving U.N. aid trucks, Gurkhas 
guarding diamond mines and oil fa- 
cilities in Africa, and Gurkhas con- 
ducting anti-piracy patrols off the 
shores of Africa. In total, nearly 250 
Gurkhas are currently on GSG’s pay- 
roll and the company maintains a large 
data base of prospective employees. 
Interested clients should plan a six- 
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plete line. 


Contact your nearest Eagle Dealer or send 
$3.00 for a 1993 60 pg. catalog of our com- 


week lead time, and normally are re- 
quired to make the arrangements for 
getting the Gurkhas into their country 
and providing them with equipment 
and weapons. 

So — do you think you need a 
Gurkha platoon, or better yet, a Gurkha 
battalion? A 1000-man battalion, ex- 
clusive of weapons, will cost $2.5 mil- 


lion to assemble at your location, and | 


$1.5 million per month in operating 
costs. You can get a lot done with a 
thousand Gurkhas. Perhaps U.N. offi- 
cials should consider a few divisions 
of them for duty in Somalia or Bosnia. 
Just call GSG. 


S. W. MacKenzie is a frequent SOF 
contributor on African topics. 


FINEST SOLDIERS 
IN THE WORLD 

What is a Gurkha? Back when 
the British Empire was spreading 
over the surface of the globe, the 
benevolent rule of the Crown met 
with occasional resistance which had 
to be put down, gently, or often, not 
so gently. In Nepal, however, the 
armed forces of the Crown got 
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stopped cold by the ferocious local 
tribes. Rugged terrain and fierce, 
militant fighting men repeatedly 
cleaned the figurative imperial clock. 
Eventually reason prevailed with the 
signing of a treaty, one of the 
provisions of which allowed local 
warriors to be inducted into the 
British army. “Gurkha” originally 
referred to a village and area in 
Nepal, but now has come to mean 
any of the hill tribesmen who fight 
for pay in the British, Indian or 
Brunei armies. The Indian govern- 
ment, one of the most stridently (and 
hypocritically) anti-mercenary 
regimes in the world, actually has 
15 battalions of Gurkhas in its 
service. One of them is an elite 
parachute unit. 

Selection for military duty is 
extremely rigorous, and only the 
cream of applicants are accepted. 
Inducted under a 1947 agreement 
between the Nepalese, the Indians 
and the British, Gurkhas are trained 
to exacting British army standards. 
Since most recruits are from remote 
mountain villages and can neither 
read nor write, getting them up to 
speed requires a bit of extra effort 
which is repaid tenfold by loyal, 
unwavering devotion. In many 
families it has become a tradition to 
have a son in the Gurkhas, and 
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